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Good evening Mr. Rotarian. Thank
you very much for coming to today’s
Rotary meeting.
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Today is a special day.We are welcoming Jakob, an
exchange student from Switzerland. Jakob, welcome to
Japan and to our Rotary Club!
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When we think of Switzerland, many of us think of luxury
watches. Rolex, Omega, Patek Philippe, TAG Heuer... I'm
sure some of you are wearing one today! | don’t have one
myself, but | see some shiny wrists out there.
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Switzerland is also known for Swiss banks. Some of our
members may have lots of money saved there! As for me...
maybe | should open an account soon.
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But Switzerland is not just about money and
watches. It has a very special and strong
democracy.
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Switzerland has 7 leaders who make decisions together.
One of them becomes the president for a year, but all big
choices are made as a team. This is like our Rotary
Club—we also talk and decide things together.
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Another example of Swiss democracy is national voting.
In 2018, people voted on whether to give money to
farmers who let cows keep their horns.
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It was about animal care, farming, and tradition. People
thought about it seriously, and they voted “no.” | think it's
amazing that people can vote on everyday things like this.
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Jakob comes from a country that respects different ideas
and teamwork. In Japan, some things may feel strange at
first, but we are here to welcome and support you.
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We are also excited to learn from your ideas and
experiences, Jakob.
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Thank you to everyone who helped with today’s welcome
party. Please enjoy the rest of your day. Thank you very
much.
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